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sciousness of the Hindus: it had not in it the power to
rekindle the ancient lamp which alone could throw
light on India's path to her goal. It was a period when
the body politic of the country was showing signs of
exhaustion and when even the greatest thinker of the
time was found unequal to the task of reconstructing
her life on the basis of the true truth of the integral ideal
for which India has stood through the ages. Never-
theless, whatever its ultimate effects, the digvijaya
of Sh.an.kara brought together the four corners of the
country into the surging impulse of a new spiritual
awakening, and the artistic and literary activities of the
people continued without being very much affected
either by the illusionism of Shankaraor by the con-
ditions in the external life which were not however
wholly favourable to them. It is these creative efforts
of the race that kept alive the soul of India, her inner
unity, her cultural oneness.

The running survey made so far of the development
of politico-cultural unity in India reveals an undeni-
able polarity towards the perfection of a diversified
oneness in the self-expression of her soul and life. A
manifold aspiration in the national being^ an immense
diversity of forces striving to realise that aspiration
an equally immense array of forces opposing, and by
opposing inevitably helping that realisation^ this is
the spectacle India presents to the perspicacity of a